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Northeast New Jersey Legal Services celebrates 50
 
years of service 

to those in need of legal aid 
 

TOTOWA, New Jersey—On Thursday, November 2, Northeast New Jersey Legal Services 

(NNJLS) hosted a 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration at the Bethwood in Totowa, commemorating 50 

years of providing free civil legal aid to low-income residents of Bergen, Hudson, and Passaic 

Counties. Today, the regional program provides free legal representation to over 10,000 low-

income residents of the three counties each year. 

 

Over 120 people attended 

the event which included a 

reception, dinner, awards 

ceremony, and remarks 

from several speakers, 

including New Jersey State 

Senator Nellie Pou. Private 

attorney volunteers Arthur 

Guess, Esq., and Dionne 

Wade, Esq., were 

presented with awards 

honoring their exemplary 

pro bono work, having 

collectively served over 45 

clients and facilitated over 

15 legal workshops within 

the last year. 
 

A brief video presentation featuring three clients and several staff members highlighted the 

impact of NNJLS. All three clients featured in the video attended the event, expressing deep 

gratitude for the assistance they received.  

 

“I was fighting an unscrupulous landlord and fighting for my life at the same time,” said Carol 

NJ State Senator Nellie Pou addresses the important impact of NNJLS’ services. 
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G., 71, an NNJLS client in attendance at the event. Carol was bedridden in the hospital due to 

emergency surgery in 2016 when she received an unlawful eviction notice ordering her to vacate 

the apartment where she had lived for twenty-two years. An NNJLS staff attorney represented 

her in court, preventing the eviction and enabling Carol to focus on recovering from her surgery 

without fear of losing her home. “I wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for the legal team at 

NNJLS.”  

 

The 50
th

 Anniversary comes at an uncertain time for NNJLS, which is currently facing 

significant threats to its funding. The current administration has proposed the complete 

elimination of the Legal Services Corporation, which administers grants to legal services 

organizations nationwide and provides approximately 1.8 million dollars to NNJLS. That could 

translate to 1,800 fewer people served in Bergen, Hudson, and Passaic Counties each year. 

 

“These are uncertain times for us,” said John H. Fitzgerald, Esq., NNJLS Executive Director. 

“Thousands of low-income people in our area depend on us every year to help protect their rights 

in court. All they are seeking is an equal playing field, and it is important that we continue to be 

able to provide that.” 

 

For more information about Northeast New Jersey Legal Services visit 

www.northeastnjlegalservices.org or call (201) 792-6363 ext. 3237. 
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ABOUT NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY LEGAL SERVICES 

 
Northeast New Jersey Legal Services (NNJLS) is a private, not-for-profit law firm with fifty years of 

experience providing free legal services to traditionally underserved populations. Its mission is to ensure 

equal access to justice for low-income residents of Bergen, Hudson and Passaic Counties, New Jersey. In 

order to accomplish its mission, NNJLS provides a full array of legal services for individuals and families 

including legal representation, advocacy, advice, community legal education and other legal services. 

NNJLS concentrates in four core areas of law—family, housing, income maintenance, and consumer 

issues—and also offers specialized programs to meet the unique needs of veterans, domestic violence 

survivors, senior citizens, immigrants, persons living with HIV/AIDS, and those facing federal tax issues. 

NNJLS offices are located in the county seats of each county in its service area: 190 Moore Street in 

Hackensack (Bergen County); 574 Summit Avenue in Jersey City (Hudson County); and 152 Market 

Street in Paterson (Passaic County).  

 

Those seeking information on how to get legal help, volunteer or donate to NNJLS may call (201) 792-

6363, email NNJLS@lsnj.org or visit www.northeastnjlegalservices.org.  

 
 


