
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                        Contact: Keri Costa 

June 16, 2017                                                                                                                      kcosta@lsnj.org 
(201) 792-6363, Ext. 3237 

 
 

Non-profit law firm hosts synchronized Open House in three NJ 
counties 

 
Jersey City, New Jersey—June 16, 2017 – Northeast New Jersey Legal Services (NNJLS) kicked 
off a celebration of its 50th anniversary with an Open House event last week on the evening of 
Thursday, June 8. NNJLS’s staff welcomed over 80 people among the organization’s three 
offices in Hackensack, Jersey City and Paterson. Guests included elected officials, leaders from 
community organizations, NNJLS board members, clients, volunteer attorneys, former 
employees, and other members from the community. 

 
New Jersey State Senator Nellie Pou and 
Assemblywoman Annette Chaparro were among 
those who spoke about the vital legal services 
NNJLS provides to the low-income community. 
 
“I grew up in the housing authority, so everyone 
around me couldn’t afford a lawyer,” said 
Assemblywoman Chaparro during her speech. “It 
amazes me how many people don’t know their 
rights… The services you provide are 
life-changing. People need that.” 
 
The 50th anniversary comes at an uncertain time 
for NNJLS, which is currently facing significant 
threats to its funding. Proposed state cuts would 
have a one million dollar impact on NNJLS’s 
annual budget. At the federal level, the current Pictured left to right: NJ State Senator Nellie Pou; NNJLS Pro 

Bono Coordinator Miriam Martinez; NNJLS Managing Attorney 

Dianna Fuller, Esq. 
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administration has proposed the complete elimination of the Legal Services Corporation, which 
administers grants to legal services organizations nationwide. The combined impact of these 
proposed cuts would translate to 3,000 fewer people served by NNJLS each year. 
 
Despite looming budget cuts, the 
NNJLS staff welcomed Open House 
guests with smiling faces and 
enthusiasm. 
 
“I stay positive because I love the 
job,” said NNJLS Secretary Nila 
Alonso, who is celebrating 42 years 
with the non-profit law firm. “I love 
the kind of work we do for the 
community.” 
 
For more information about 
Northeast New Jersey Legal Services, 
visit 
www.northeastnjlegalservices.org or 
call (201) 792-6363. 
 

 
 

### 
 

ABOUT NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY LEGAL SERVICES 
 
Northeast New Jersey Legal Services (NNJLS) is a private, not-for-profit law firm with fifty years of 
experience providing free legal services to traditionally underserved populations. Its mission is to ensure 
equal access to justice for low-income residents of Bergen, Hudson and Passaic Counties, New Jersey. In 
order to accomplish its mission, NNJLS provides a full array of legal services for individuals and families 
including legal representation, advocacy, advice, community legal education and other legal services. 
NNJLS concentrates in four core areas of law—family, housing, income maintenance, and consumer 
issues—and also offers specialized programs to meet the unique needs of veterans, domestic violence 
survivors, senior citizens, immigrants, persons living with HIV/AIDS, and those facing federal tax issues. 
NNJLS offices are located in the county seats of each county in its service area: 190 Moore Street in 
Hackensack (Bergen County); 574 Summit Avenue in Jersey City (Hudson County); and 152 Market Street 
in Paterson (Passaic County).  
 
Those seeking information on how to get legal help, volunteer or donate to NNJLS may call (201) 792-
6363, email NNJLS@lsnj.org or visit www.northeastnjlegalservices.org.  

NNJLS Staff pictured left to right: Anna Navatta, Esq., Assistant Executive Director; Lawrence 

Sindoni, Esq., Managing Attorney; Johanna Zacarias, Esq., Housing Attorney 
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